





             




Last update: 10-10-09
About the Mayfield “Wildscapes” Garden
Unlike most residential gardens, this backyard garden was not designed or planted for the reason of being “eye-catching” or necessarily colorful.  Our intention was to plant as many native plants as we could, watch how they grew, bloomed, seeded, and study how they were beneficial to the wildlife.  Secondarily, we wanted to create a yard that wildlife would find “eye-catching”.   Although some humans would not find the yard particularly appealing, our wildlife love it.  We feel we have been successful.  This yard has been certified as a National Wildlife Federation Backyard Habitat, a Texas Parks & Wildlife Backyard Habitat, and a Monarch Butterfly Waystation.
Most of the plants in the garden are considered to be “native” to Central Texas including the Edwards Plateau and the southern Blackland Prairie areas.  A majority of those plants are native to Travis County and the immediate surrounding counties.  Other plants in the garden are natives from other regions of Texas.  A few plants are native to northern Mexico but found in areas of Texas.  Inclusion of non-native plants occur for several reasons:  they were already here before we began building the garden (roses, banana tree, etc.), they appeared on their own (by migrant seeds, such as Bermuda grass, nut sedge, etc.), or by accident/mistake/misidentification.  Plants in light font are known to have been planted here but are not currently active or are lost/hidden.

Features of the Garden
Raised flower beds: There are about 20 segmented beds in the yard.  Other than the cactus beds, there is no specific theme of the beds.  Most plants are visible and many are blooming.  Some plants have already gone dormant or disappeared until next spring.  Overall, there are more than 150 different species of plants in the garden.
Rainwater collection system:  There are five 75-gallon rain barrels located at the four roof downspouts.  These barrels are connected through underground hoses to a 375 gallon tank.  When the tank fills, the barrels then refill, giving the system a 750 gallon capacity.  A small pump creates  pressure for watering the plants.   
Toad Houses:  To adjust the water level of the barrels and to assure that the bottom of the barrels is higher than the top of the tank, the height of the barrels needed to be adjusted.  To achieve this, a chamber was created under four of the barrels.  As a bonus, the chambers act as toad houses.  There are also toad houses under the patio fireplace and under the bagged mulch storage area.  During a recent rebuild of the fireplace, moving the fireplace floor revealed three fat toads.   Toads have also been found hiding among the rocks of the raised beds.      

Ponds and meandering streams:  Currently, common goldfish are in the ponds to help maintain some balance and to control mosquito larvae.  Eventually, we plan to replace the goldfish with small fish native to Texas. A small wet sand beach was created along the stream for the male butterflies to “puddle” in.
For the Birds:  Hummingbird feeders, Goldfinch feeders, Birdseed feeders, suet baskets, sunflower seed feeders, water sources, bath sources, seeds from the native plants, insects in the garden. (see list of birds seen in this backyard)
For the Butterflies:  Dozens of nectar and larval food plants, including three types of passion vines (gulf fritillary), aristolochia (pipevine swallowtails), several milkweeds (queens and monarchs), frogfruit (common buckeye?, several skippers), sunflowers ( bordered patch), redbud and yaupon holly (Henry’s Elfin), senna, pea, vetch, and aster (sulphurs).
Plants in the Garden
1. Agarita (Berberis trifoliolata)
2. Alamo Vine (Ipomoea sinuata) 3/8” seed pod containing 3 hard, round, ¼” black seeds
3. American Beautyberry (Callicarpa americana)
4. American Water Willow (Justicia americana)

5. Barbados Cherry (Malpighia glabra) 3/8” red fruits
6. Barbed Wire Cactus (Acanthocereus tetragonus) triangular-shaped cactus -3 stems
7. Bee-brush (Aloysia gratissima)
8. Big Muhly or Lindheimer’s Muhly (Muhlenbergia lindheimeri)
9. Black Dalea (Dalea frutescens) 
10. Blackfoot Daisy (Melampodium leucanthum)

11. Bluebell Gentian (Eustoma grandiflorum)
12. Blue-eyed Grass (Sisyrinchium ensigerum)
13. Blue Mistflower (Eupatorium coelestinum)
14. Blue Sage (Salvia texana)

15. Blue Shrub Sage (Salvia ballotiflora)

16. Brown-eyed Susan (Rudbeckia hirta)
17. Buffalo Grass (Bouteloua dactyloides)
18. Bushy Bluestem (Andropogon glomeratus)
19. Butterfly Weed or Orange Milkweed (Asclepias tuberose) had 3 plants eaten by monarch larva   
20. Buttonbush (Cephalanthus occidentalis)

21. Button Cactus (Epithelantha micromeris)
22. Canna, Maraca amarilla (Canna glauca)
23. Cardinal Feather (Acalypha radians)

24. Cardinal Flower (Lobelia cardinalis)
25. Carolina Cherry-laurel (Prunus caroliniana)
26. Carolina Jessamine (Gelsemium sempervirens)

27. Cedar Sage (Salvia roemeriana)

28. Cenizo or Purple Sage (Leucophyllum frutescens)
29. Chile Pequin (Chile petin)

30. Chocolate Daisy (Berlandiera lyrata)
31. Cholla Cactus (Cylindropuntia imbricata var. imbricata)
32. Claret Cup or Strawberry Cactus (Echinocereus triglochidiatus)
33. Copper Canyon Daisy (Tagetes lemmonii) native to Arizona.  Fall bloomer
34. Copper Iris (Iris fulva)
35. Coral Honeysuckle (Lonicera sempervirens)
36. Corona de Cristo (Passiflora foetida var. gossypifolia) Large bright red fruit
37. Crossvine (Bignonia capreolata)
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Plants in the Mayfield Garden (cont)
38. Damianita (Chrysactinia Mexicana)

39. Deer-pea Vetch ((Vicia ludoviciana) Grows in the winter. Found in front lawn
40. Desert Mallow (Spaeralcea ambigua)

41. Desert Savior (Echeveria strictiflora)
42. Desert Willow (Chilopsis linearis)
43. Devil’s Shoestring (Nolina lindheimeriana)
44. Drummond Phlox (Phlox drummondii)

45. Dwarf Palmetto (Sabal minor)
46. Engelmann Daisy (Engelmannia peristenia) 

47. Escarpment Black Cherry (Prunus serotina var. exima)
48. Fall Aster (Symphyotrichum oblongifolium)
49. Fall Obedient Plant (Phrysostegia virginiana)

50. Flame Acanthus (Anisacanthus wrightii)
51. Four-nerve Daisy (Tetraneuris linearifolia)

52. Frog Fruit (Phyla incisa)

53. Gayfeather (Liatris mucronata)

54. Giant Spiderwort (Tradescantia gigantea)

55. Gold Dalea (Dalea aurea)

56. Gregg Dalea (Dalea greggii)
57. Gregg’s Mistflower (Conoclinium greggii)

58. Guapilla (Hechtia glomerata)

59. Gulf Coast Penstemon (Penstemon tenuis)
60. Gulf Muhly (Muhlenbergia capillaris)
61. Heartleaf Skullcap (Scutellaria ovata)
62. Horse Crippler Cactus (Echinocactus texensis)
63. Horse Herb (Calyptocarpus vialis)

64. Horsemint (Monarda citriodora) Mint Family AKA Lemon Mint, Lemon Beebalm
65. Horsetail (Equisetum Hyemale)
66. Indian Blanket (Gaillardia pulchella)

67. Inland Sea Oats (Chasmanthium latifolium)
68. Kidneywood (Eysenhardtia texana)

69. Kiss Me Quick, Chisme (Portulaca pilosa)
70. Least Snoutbean (Rynchosia minima)
71. Lindheimer Senna (Senna lindheimeriana)

72. Little Bluestem (Schizachyrium scoparium var. scoparium)
73. Little Nipple Cactus (Coryphantha sulcata)
74. Lynn’s Dwarf Wax Myrtle (Myrica Pusilla)
75. Maidenhair Fern (Adiantum capillus – veneris L.) 
76. Mealy Sage (Salvia farinacea)
77. Mexican Feathergrass (Nassella tenuissima)
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Plants in the Mayfield Garden (cont)
78. Mountain Sage (Salvia regla)
79. Obedient Plant (Physotegia intermedia)

80. Passionflower (Passiflora incarnata) orange-yellow fruit 2-3” long
81. Pencil or Tasajillo Cactus (Opuntia leptocaulis)
82. Penstemon ?? (Penstemon sp.)
83. Pigeon Berry (Rivina humilis)
84. Pink Gaura (Gaura lindheimeri)

85. Pink Lantana (Lantana camara)

86. Pink Evening Primrose (Oenothera speciosa)

87. Pink Skullcap (Scultellanis suffrutesscens) Native of northern Mexico.  Brought into Texas by Lynn Lowrey & others
88. Plains Coreopsis (Coreopsis tinctoria Nutt.)

89. Prairie Fleabane (Erigeron strigosus)
90. Prairie Verbena or Dakota Vervain (Glandularia  bipinnatifida)

91. Prickly Pear Cactus (Opuntia macrorhiza)

92. Purple Coneflower (Echinacea angustifolia var. angustifolia)

93. Pyramid Bush (Melochia tomentosa)

94. Rain Lily (Cooperia pedunculata)

95. Red Columbine (Aquilegia Canadensis)

96. Red Tropical Sage (Salvia coccinea)
97. Red Yucca (Hesperaloe parviflora)

98. River Fern (Thelypteris kunthii)

99. Rock Rose (Pavonia lasiopetala)

100. Rusty Black-haw (Viburnum rufidulum)
101. Salvia, Pink or Autumn Sage (Salvia greggii)

102. Scarlet Leatherflower (Clematis texensis)
103. Scarlet Penstemon (Penstemon triflorus)
104. Scrambled Eggs (Corydalis curvisiliqua)

105. Sedum –“Blue Spruce” Stonecrop (Sedum Reflexum)

106. Shrubby Boneset (ageratina havanensis)
107. Sideoats Grama (Bouteloua curtipendula)
108. Silver Pony-foot (Dichondra argentea)
109. Skeleton-plant (Lygodesmia texana)
110. Sotol (Dasylirion texanum) cactus garden 
111. Sotol, Wheeler’s (Dasylirion wheeleri) front yard 
112. Southern Shield Fern (Thelyptaris kunthii)
113. Southern Bayberry or Wax Myrtle (Morella cerifera)
114. Spearmint (Mentha spicata) non-native
115. Spicebush (Lindera benzoin)
116. Spineless Prickly Pear Cactus (Opuntia ellisiana)

117. Square-bud Primrose (Calyophus drummondianus)

118. Standing Cypress (Ipomopsis rubra) 
119. Star or Confederate Jasmine (Trachelospermum jasminoides)
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Plants in the Mayfield Garden (cont)
120. Strawberry Hedgehog Cactus (Echinocereus stramineus)

121. Tahoka Daisy (Machaeranthera tanacetifolia)
122. Tall Verbena (Verbena erecta)

123. Texas Betony (Stachys coccinea) 

124. Texas Bindweed (Convolvulus equitans)

125. Texas Bluebonnet (Lupinus texensis)
126. Texas Lantana (Lantana horrida)

127. Texas Live Oak (Quercus virginiana)
128. Texas Mountain Laurel (Sophora secundiflora)

129. Texas Poinsettia (Euphorbia cyathophora)
130. Texas Primrose (Calylophus drummondii)

131. Texas Redbud (Cercis canadensis var. texensis)
132. Texas Sedge or Yellow Nutgrass (Cyperus esculentus)
133. Texas or White Milkweed (Asclepias texana)
134. Thoroughwort- no (Eupatorium havanense?-no)  found on a hillside southwest of San Antonio - green stems
135. Tree Bear-grass (Nolina matapensis) grows up to 15 feet tall but only grows 3-4” per year. Don’t overwater in winter
136. Tropical Milkweed (Asclepias curassavica)
137. Tropical Sage (Salvia coccinea)

138. Tulipan Del Monte or Heartleaf Hibiscus (Hibiscus martianus)

139. Turk’s Cap (Malvaviscus arboreus var. drummondii)
140. Turk’s Head Cactus (Ferocactus hamatacanthus)
141. Twist-leaf Yucca (Yucca rupicola)
142. Violet (Viola missouriensis)
143. Virginia Iris (Iris virginica)
144. Wafer Ash (Ptelea trifoliata L.)
145. Wavy scaly cloakfern (Astrolepis sinuata)

146. White or Texas Honeysuckle (Lonicera albiflora) died? 
147. White Gaura (Gaura lindheimeri “white”)
148. White Turk’s Cap (Malvaviscus arboreus var. drummondii “Alba”)

149. White Winecup (Callirhoe involucrate var. lineariloba) 
150. Wild Morning Glory (Ipomoea trichocarpa)

151. Wild Onion (Allium canadense) bed 1
152. Wild Petunia (Ruellia nudiflora)

153. Winecup (Callirhoe involucrate)

154. Wood Sorrel (Qxalis drummondii)
155. Woolly or Rio Grande Bee-brush (Aloysia macrostachya)
156. Woolly Butterflybush (Buddleja marrubiifolia) Aster Family
157. Woolly Ironweed (Vernonia lindheimeri)
158. Wright’s or Bushy Skullcap (Scutellaria Wrightii)

159. Yaupon Holly (Ilex vomitoria)
160. Yellow Bells (Tecoma stans) bloomed in 2008
161. Yellow Columbine (Aquilegia chrysantha var. hinckleyana)

162. Yellow Passionflower (Passiflora lutea) Grape-sized purple-black fruit
163. Zexmenia (Wedelia texana)
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Invasives in the Garden
· Nut sedge (N?) (will treat/control)

· Texas Bindweed (N) (investigate as invasive, control)

· Bermudagrass (NN) (will treat/control)
· Passionflowers (N) (will move to north fence for better control)

· Spearmint (NN) (probably a long-term problem. Will remove as much as possible)
Plants possibly wanted for the garden
· Sensitive briar (Schrankia uncinata)
· Scarlet musk-flower (Nyctaginia capitata)

· Scarlet pea (Indigofera niniata)
· Eryngo (Eryngium leavenworthii) ….at native American seed.  Not successful this year
· Mountain Pink (Centaurium Beyrichii)…picky about soil & water – difficult to grow
· Joe-Pye Weed (Eupatoriadelphus fistulosus) grows tall 6-7 ft -butterfly nectar…may be too large
· Heliotrope (   ) –male queen uses this plant for attaining pheromones?
· Drummond’s Skullcap…hard to locates
